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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost               31 July 2016  
 
Sentence If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that 
are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.                        
          Colossians 3.1 
 
Collect 
Lord of abundance, you demand our life entire and whole:  
lead us out from prisons of greed to a place of riches uncontained  
and always new; through Jesus Christ, our common wealth.  Amen.  
 
A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes 
Ecclesiastes is the Latin translation of the author’s pen name, the                  
Teacher or Preacher. This whole book gathers together wisdom about  
living in an inconsistent, even contradictory world where individuals do 
not have control over greater matters that affect them. Does that sound 
familiar? Wisdom lies in living in relationship with a sovereign God whose 
Spirit of peace and reconciliation is at work in our world, despite                             
humanity’s  collective refusal to follow holy wisdom. 
  
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.  
 

I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, applied my mind to 
seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an 
unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. I 
saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is   vanity and 
a chasing after wind.  
I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must 
leave it to those who come after me —and who knows whether they 
will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled 
and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. So I turned and 
gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labours under 
the sun, because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and 
knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not 
toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil.    What do mortals get from 
all the toil and strain with which they  toil under the sun? For all their 



 

 

 
days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their 
minds do not rest. This also is vanity.                                           
     Ecclesiastes 1.2, 12-14; 2.18-23 
 
Reader For the word of the Lord   
All  Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 49.1-12    
This is a wisdom psalm, a meditation on death as the common end of all    
humanity.  It is chosen today for its affinity to the first reading.  
 
 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians  
The writer is urging the baptised to keep a ‘heavenly perspective’ on life. 
Our new life is hidden from those who cannot see but will one day be                 
revealed as the human way to live. We will prove to  have been signs of 
what is to come.  
 
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,     
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on      
things that are above, not on things that are on earth,  for you have 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is 
your  life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in                       
glory.   Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, 
impurity,   passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry).   On                          
account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are                               
disobedient.  These are the ways you also once followed, when you 
were living that life.   But now you must get rid of all such things—
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive  language from your mouth.  

Do not lie to one another, seeing   that you have stripped off the old self 
with its practices  and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which 
is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator.         

In that renewal there  is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and                     
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and 
in all!          Col. 3.1-11    
 
Reader May your word live in us,        
ALL  And bear much fruit to your glory. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
ALL Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 ‘Be on guard against all kinds of greed: for life does not 

consist in abundance of possessions,’ says the Lord. 
ALL Alleluia!  
Reader The Lord be with you 
ALL  And also with you 
Reader  A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke 
ALL  Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
The rich fool thought his own existence was under his own control. So it 
came as a shock to learn that his life and well being was God’s to give and 
God’s to take away again. 
Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide 
the family inheritance with me.’ But he said to him, ‘Friend, who set me to 
be a judge or arbitrator over you?’  And he said to them, ‘Take care! Be on 
your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of possessions.’  Then he told them a parable: ‘The land of a 
rich man produced abundantly.   And he thought to himself, “What should 
I do, for I have no place to store my crops?”  Then he said, “I will do this: I 
will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all 
my grain and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”  But God said to 
him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And 
the things you have prepared, whose will they be?”  So it is with those 
who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich towards God.’                                   
         Luke 12.13-21 
  
Reader For the Gospel of the Lord   
ALL  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Bible Readings next week         12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Gen. 15.1-6   Ps 33.13-21   Heb. 11.1-3, 8-16   Luke 12.32-40 
 
Prayer for the Week  
Almighty God, whose beloved Son for our sake willingly endured the ago-
ny and shame of the cross: give us courage and patience to take up our 
cross daily and follow him’ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



 

 

 
Pray for the Faithful Departed 
We remember before God:   
Ian Lennox, James Boughton, Margaret Thatcher, Clarice Howitt,                         
Beryl Kennedy, John Willers, Marjorie Gill, Thelma McDonald,                               
Margaret Goodall, Eric Walter (Nevil) Jackson, Betty Plant                                      
whose anniversaries occur this week. 
 
Commemorations of the week  
August   Holy men and women of the Hebrew Scriptures                                   
(Old Testament).                                                                                                              
August 4 John Baptist Vianney (1786-1959), parish priest of Ars, 
France. Noted for his austerity and holiness and his widespread                
influence – thousands came from all over France to seek his advice.             
August 5 Oswald, King of Northumbria, England (d. 642). In 616, 
he was defeated, became a Christian and fled to Iona, returning to 
Northumbria in 633. He asked for a bishop to evangelise his country 
and Aidan was sent, to whom he gave the island of Lindisfarne for a 
monastery. Martyred by the pagan King of Mercia.                                              
August 6  The Transfiguration of our Lord.  Recorded in the first 
three (synoptic) Gospels and a key event in the story of Jesus in 
which the disciples glimpse his glory in uncreated light. It is also the 
date the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima in 1945, symbolis-
ing that  humanly created light reveals our fall from glory.  
 
DID YOU KNOW?  The first reading today is from a type of writ-
ing in the Hebrew scriptures called ‘wisdom literature’. It is not much  
concerned with history as with the ways God is revealed in the natu-
ral world  and with the difficult and painful mysteries of human life. 
The books of Proverbs, Job and Jonah (both considered novels) and 
today’s Ecclesiastes all come into this category, as do some parts of 
many other books. Wisdom is concerned with how we live in this 
complex world. Luke tells us the boy Jesus grew in wisdom and the 
early church looked for wisdom in those chosen to lead and serve.  
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Gradual Hymn (at 10:00am) 


